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SUBJECT: REACTION TO SENATE DEBATE ON PANAMA CANAL TREATIES 

REF: STATE 95209 

ACTION RQUESTED: SEE PARA 6 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN NO EDITORIAL COMMENT AND LITTLE 
STRAIGHT NEWS REPORTING ON THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES ISSUE 
SINCE THE SENATE RATIFIED THE NEUTRALITY TREATY. THE ONE 
EXCEPTION HAS BEEN SPECULATION APPEARING IN O ESTADO DE SAO 
PAULO AND JORNAL DO BRASIL THAT THE DELAY IN AMBASSADOR- 
DESIGNATE SAYRE'S CONFIRMATION BY THE SENATRE 

IS LIKED TO THE CANAL TREATY VOTE. 

2. JORNAL REPORTED APRIL 13 THAT THE SAYRE NOMINATION 
WAS BEING HELD UP BY SENATOR JESSE HELMS, WHO 

HAD WRITTEN TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE ACCUSING 
AMBASSADOR SAYRE OF FRUSTRATING THE COURSE OF JUSTICE 
BY WARNING PRESIDENT TORRIJOS THAT HIS BROTHER WOULD BE 
ARRESTED BY US AGENTS FOR NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING. O ESTADO 
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APRIL 14 SAID THAT ACCORDING TO CONGRESSIONAL 
SOURCES, THE PROBABILITY THAT AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE 
SAYRE WILL NOT BE CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE IS 
OES RIO'S O GLOBO APRIL 14 THAT 
REPRESENTSENATOR HFJ.MSM ALL THREE 

NEWSPAPERS REPORTED IN DETAIL ON THE HELSM AND MURPHY 
ACCUSATIONS INCLUDING THE DEPARTMENT'S REPLY TO 
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SENATOR HELMS OF MARCH 15 SUPPORTING AMBASSADOR- 
DESIGNATE SAYRE S ACTION. 

4. BOTH THE JORNAL DO BRASIL AND O GLOBO REPORTED ON 
THE NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIAL OF APRIL 13 CRITICIZING 
THE SENATE FOR MODIFYING THE CANAL TREATIES AND NOTED 
THAT FIVE DAYS BEFORE THE FINAL VOTE, THE WHITE HOUSE 
HAS STILL NOT BEEN ABLE TO PERSUADE SENATOR DECONCINI TO 
"WITHDRAW HIS AMENDMENT." 

5. 0 GLOBO APRIL 14 ALSO REPORTED THE RELEASE OF A 
TRIP REPORT BY SENATOR HOWARD BAKER ON HIS VISIT TO 
FIVE COUNTRIES (INCLUDING BRAZIL EARLIER THIS YEAR, 
SEEKING INFORMATION ABOUT LATIN AMERICAN VIEWS ON THE 
CANAL TREATIES. O GLOBO DETAILED COMMENTS IN THE 
REPORT ABOUT THE SENATOR'S MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT 
GEISEL AND PRIME MINISTER SILVEIRA. THE BAKER REPORT 
ALLEGEDLY QUOTED SILVEIRA AS SAYING THE REJECTION 

OF THE TREATIES BY THE SENATE "WOULD BE A SHOCK TO 
HEMISPHERIC RELATIONS OWING TO THE GREAT HOPES 
THE US CREATED". SILVEIRA ADDED, THAT BRAZIL. 

BASED ON ITS LONG EXPERIENCE IN DEALING WITH TEN 
NEIGHBORS, HAD COME TO BELIEVE THAT "THE NEGOTIATION 
OF AN AGREEMENT TO ENTER INTO FORCE AFTER 22 YEARS 
REPRESENTS A POSTPONEMENT OF THE PROBLEM. AND IS 
NOT A SOLUTION; FOR THE PERSPECTIVES CERTAINLY 
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WILL BE DIFFERENT IN THE YEAR 2000". 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE TEXT OF 
SENATOR BAKER’S REPORT OF BRASIL VISIT, IF AVAILABLE. 

JOHNSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, AGREEMENTS, TREATY RATIFICATION, DEBATES, CANALS, AMENDMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BRASIL03064 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 64-0094 
Format: TEL 
From: BRASILIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780453/aaaabsni.tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: ad1628ad-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 95209 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2956965 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REACTION TO SENATE DEBATE ON PANAMA CANAL TREATIES 
TAGS: PEPR, SOPN, PGOV, PN, BR, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ad1628ad-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



